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FINAL COMMUNIQUE AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Abstract
The major rainy season of 2021 in the Gulf of Guinea countries is expected to
have rainfall amounts equivalent to or above the seasonal averages of the
1981-2010 baseline period, early onset of the season, late ending of the
season, dry spells with various trends in early season and short towards the
end, and overall average to surplus flows in most of the coastal basins.
In view of the COVID-19 pandemic, the PRESA-GG 2021 was organized online by the
AGRHYMET Regional Centre of CILSS, the African Centre of Meteorological Applications
for Development (ACMAD), the Meteorological and Hydrological Services (MHS) of the
coastal countries of the Gulf of Guinea, the Basin Organizations, with the collaboration
of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO).
The forum was attended by several guests including representatives of ECOWAS, CILSS
Technical and Financial Partners including the European Union, USAID and ADB,
disaster risk reduction agencies and Producer Organizations ( ).
I. Forecast summaries
Seasonal forecasts are based, among other things, on the analysis of the current
situation and the probable change in the Sea Surface Temperature (SST). As a result of
the consensus among experts on the outputs of statistical and dynamic models and
knowledge on the characteristics of the climate in the Gulf of Guinea region, one should
expect:


rainfall amounts equivalent to above the 1981-2010 average over the MarchApril-May 2021 period over southern Côte d'Ivoire, southwestern Ghana,
southeastern Liberia and southern Nigeria. The same situation is expected to
continue over the April- May-June period in the same areas. Elsewhere,
cumulative rainfall is expected to be close to normal;



early to normal onset dates of season throughout the bimodal strip from

central Côte d'Ivoire to central Nigeria;


Late to normal ending dates of season in all southern parts of Cote d'Ivoire,
Ghana, Togo, Benin and the southwestern half of Nigeria;



y spell durations at the onset of the season with various trends from one
locality to another over the entire southern strip of the Gulf of Guinea countries,
with equiprobable possibilities of being shorter, equivalent or longer than the
average observed;



shorter to equivalent to the average of the 1981-2010 period, in the southern
parts of Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana, the south-eastern halves of Benin and southwestern Nigeria;



Average river flows in most of the basins of the Gulf of Guinea countries (Densu,
Tano, Lac-Togo and the coastal part of Bandama basin), with trends exceeding
the average of the 1981-2010 baseline period in the basins of Tinguilinta, La Mé,
Agneby, Mono, Cofou, Lower Niger Delta, Ankobra, Pra, Ouémé and in the
coastal part of Sassandra basin. In the Kolenté basin in Guinea, it is rather deficit
flows that are expected. In the Cavally Basin, the indicators did not show a clear
trend, which permit to maintain a climatological situation there, with an
equiprobability of deficit, normal and surplus flows.

II. Recommendations
1) With regard to drought risk
The mixed situation of dry spells at the onset of the rainy season leaves uncertainties
about the risk of water deficit during the crop installation phase. However, normal to
surplus cumulative rainfall amounts forecast along with early to normal onset dates of
season, short dry spells towards the end of the season and late to normal end dates of
season indicate that the southern parts of the Gulf of Guinea countries are expected to
experience rather wet season conditions in 2021. This may be favorable for crop growth
and fodder plant development, as well as flooding and the development of crop insect
pests. In addition, the expected average to surplus flows, especially in the basins of
Tinguilinta, La Mé, Agneby, Mono, Cofou, Lower Niger Delta, Ankobra, Pra, Ouémé and
in the coastal part of the Sassandra basin, would favour water inflows in major hydraulic
developments (hydroelectric dams, hydro-agricultural developments, ...).
With regard with the situation, it is recommended:


to invest more in agriculture by introducing high-yield crops and recommended
inputs for better productivity,



increase vigilance against crop pests (armyworms and other crop pests),



ensure the rational management of water resources to better take advantage of
the upcoming wet season, by strengthening the protection of hydroelectric dams
and major hydro-agricultural facilities,



To interact with the technicians of the National Meteorology, Agriculture and
Hydrology for information and agro-hydro-meteorological advice on what to
do;

2) With regard to flooding
Considering the average or higher rainfall totals expected in certain areas of the
bimodal strip and the occurrence probability of intense rainfall events, flooding is very
likely at the level of the basins where a normal to surplus situation is expected. To
reduce the risk on people and property, it is recommended to:


Strengthen the communication of seasonal forecasts and the sensitization of
communities at risk, involving disaster risk reduction platforms,



Prevent the anarchic occupation of flood-prone areas, particularly in urban
agglomerations,



Strengthen the monitoring and response capacities of the agencies in charge of
flood monitoring, disaster risk reduction and humanitarian aid,



ensure regular cleaning of the drainage channels,

3) With regard to the risk of diseases
To reduce the risk of water-related diseases (Cholera, malaria, dengue fever, bilharzia,
diarrhea, etc.) in wet or flooded areas, it is strongly recommended to:


vaccinate people and animals, encourage the use of mosquito nets, set up stocks
of anti- malarial drugs, especially in areas that are difficult to access in case of
flooding,



monitor water quality and implement treatment products,



raise awareness on climate-sensitive diseases, in collaboration with
meteorology, hydrology and health services,



strengthen the capacities of national health systems and disaster risk
reduction platforms,

III.

Recommendations to enhance opportunities

In relation to the probability of observing average or surplus rainfall amounts, early onset
dates of season, late ending dates of season, and normal to surplus runoff, it is
recommended to:


Exploit the potential for expanding flood-prone areas for the cultivation of
moisture- adapted crops (such as rice, ) and fisheries production,



Promote techniques to increase crop productivity through the supply of
fertilizers and the diversification of high-yielding species/varieties;

It is recommended that stakeholders in the different sectors pay attention to the
updates that will be made by the AGRHYMET Regional Centre, ACMAD and the
National Meteorological and Hydrological Services throughout the season.
Done, February 26, 2021
The Forum

ANNEX

Figure 1 : Seasonal precipitation forecast for Guinea Gulf countries region
(March-April-May 2021), Issued on february 25, 2021

Figure 2 : Seasonal precipitation forecast for Guinea Gulf countries region
(April-May-June 2021), Issued on february 25, 2021

Figure 3 : Onset dates of the 2021 longest season in Gulf of Guinea region, Issued : 25/02/2021)

Figure 4 : Ending dates of the 2021 longuest rainy season in the Gulf of Guinea countries, issued on
the 25/02/2021)

Figure 5 : Length of dry spell at the beginning of the 2021 longest season in the Gulf of Guinea
region, Issued : 25/02/2021)

Figure 6 : Lengh of dry spell toward the end of 2021 longest season in Gulf of Guinea region, Issued :
25/02/2021)

Figure 7 : Flow forecast for the main season 2021 in the Gulf of Guinea cuntries
(reference 1981 – 2010)
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