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INFORMATION NOTE ON THE DESERT LOCUST SITUATION
I. Locust situation
The locust situation remains calm in West and North West Africa. No swarm incursions have been
reported to date. However, locust situation remains extremely alarming in East Africa where Kenya,
Ethiopia and Somalia continue to face an unprecedented threat. Elsewhere in the Arabian Peninsula,
significant breeding continues in Yemen due to the lack of monitoring and control operations and
swarms form in Southwest Asia in the spring breeding areas and migrate to the east to the IndoPakistan border before the monsoon rains.

Figure 1 – Desert Locust Occurrence as of May 27, 2020 (Source: PlantVillage/Penn State)

II. Outlook
a. Locust forecast
Although the threat remains weak in the western region at this time, it may change considerably in
the coming weeks depending on rainfall, winds and the locust situation in Arabia and East Africa.
New swarms from the current breeding will form from mid-June in East Africa (Kenya and Ethiopia),
coinciding with the start of harvests in this region.

These swarms could then move north to Sudan and, if they arrive before the summer rains, probably
continue westward to eastern Chad and beyond. The risk that of some of these swarms migrate to
summer breeding areas along both sides of the Indo-Pakistan border is also to be considered.
b. Rain forecast
Week from june 1st to 7th

Week from june du 8th to 15th

Figure 2 – Rain forecast for the first half of June 2020 (NOAA)
Rainfall forecasts for the first two weeks of June indicate good rainfall in the south-east of the Aïr mountain and southcentral Niger, in the Niger central delta in Mali, in the south-eastern Chad during the 1st week of June. On Sudan,
low rainfall is expected over the next two weeks, which could result in unfavorable conditions for vegetation growth of
and, therefore, in unfavorable conditions to maintain potential swarms coming from East Africa region and / or Arabia.

c. Wind forecast
Forecast for week from june 4th to 10th

Forecast until June 17th

Figure 3 – Wind speed and direction forecast for the first half of June 2020 (NOAA)
The above wind forecasts until mid-June remain somewhat favorable for the arrival of swarms in Sudan from both
Arabia, Kenya and Ethiopia. Coupled with the low rainfall forecast on Sudan over the next 2 decades, a continuation
of the trend in wind direction forecasts beyond the first half of June could be favorable to the progress of swarm
movement towards the Eastern Chad in its northern and central part.

III. Actions implemented
In view of the evolution of the locust invasion in East Africa and on the Indo-Pakistan border and
weather conditions forecasts for the coming weeks, the risk of receiving swarms from these regions
in June is still relevant for the western region. Consequently, resources mobilization for preparedness
and anticipation actions must be accelerated to deal with this potential threat. To this end, the
Sahelian countries concerned (Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Burkina Faso, Senegal and Chad) and the
region level as well as their partners are working, with the support of CLCPRO and FAO, to mobilize
the necessary resources for strengthening surveillance and control capacities recommended in front
line countries (Mali, Mauritania, Niger and Chad) and planned in the locust emergency plans.

Threat to W. Africa
June-July (from spring
breeding) October. (from
summer breeding)
Scenario 1 : 6 countries of Sahel : Chad, Niger, Burkina,
Mali, Mauritania and Senegal
300 000 hectares infested

Threat to W. Africa
June-July (from spring
breeding) October (from
summer breeding)
Scenario 2 : 9 countries : 6 from Sahel + Gambia +
Nigeria + Cameroon
500 000 hectares infested

Figure 4 – Scenario of the western region emergency plan (CLCPRO/FAO Regional/CILSS)

To implement these plans, a virtual meeting held in May brought together the National Locust Control
Units (UNLA) Directors of CILSS and CLCPRO six member countries concerned by the threat to
define the main actions to be implemented urgently from starting June. These actions include :
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Activation of the National Locust Emergency Plans (PNUA);
Advocacy with national financial partners;
Building capacity (training) of field teams ;
Mobilization of survey teams from 1st of June;
Rapid mobilization of Cholinesterase Test-mate kits for operators’ health checking ;
Provision of pesticides (including triangulation from Algeria and Morocco to Chad and Niger);
Repairing national air equipments for aircrafts mobilization by early June.

CLCPRO, with FAO headquarters and the FAO sub-regional office for West Africa, is also active in
the procurement of survey materials, control equipments and pesticides.
CILSS, through the AGRHYMET Regional Center, has already set out to elaborate weather and
climate information including geospatial products to support member states’ operational teams in
Desert locust forecasting, monitoring and control.

IV. Recommendations
In view of the announced risk of intrusion of the Desert Locust swarms in the region and to deal with
such a possibility effectively, the following recommendations are made :
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enhance surveillance in front line countries ;
Ensure the rapid set up of the resources mobilized to implement operations recommended in
locust control emergency plans ;
Accelerate capacity enhancing in surveillance and response at national and regional levels ;
Continue advocacy with technical and financial partners to mobilize more resources ;
Take all necessary measures by States to ensure teams safety during field operations ;
Strengthen regional coordination for the desert locust control.
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